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ANSWER 
ANIMADVERSIONS 
HISTORY 
Righrs of Pr Cc. 


Hen I firſt met with the Aniwadrerſions on 

' my Book of the, Regale, I was not a litgle 
ſurprized to find ſo many things laid to my 
charge, of which1 neyer ſo much as ſuſpe@+ 
| þ ed = ſelf Bullty : and thought it very 
Qrange if-I had ſo unhappily expreſſed my ſelf in that Book, thag 
I had given any juſt occalion: to ſuch ſevere accuſations. I knew 
. well my. intentions were innocent and. ſincere, and 1 thought, 
ll 


ſtile was not fo.dark or perplexed as to lead a Reader into ſug! 

miſtakes concerning my meaning. But what darkneſs ſoever mi 

be in my expreſſions, 1 was very well aſſured I had none of tho 

intentions, with which theſe ſheets charged me, What faults ſo- 

ever 1 may be guilty of, I am ſure want of Jategrity or. Jogenvity 

in wy Writings is none of thegt, and for falſe, Inſgrences, þ 
ou" 2 | * throug 
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through weakneſs of Judgement perhaps draw them : But I am 
ſure I neither affirm noc ſuggeſt any thing falſly ; and do think a 
lie in a Book is ſo much a greater ſin than in diſcourſe, as jt may 
laſt longer, and deceive more. And upon this point, as I ven- 
ture my Soul in relation to another World, ſo I chearfully yenture 
my reputation, which is the valuableſt thing I have in this, if it 
can be made appear thatI have ſhewed either in that Criminal-book, 
or ig any other I eyer writ, the leaſt diſingenuity, want of integrity, 
or falſhood. | ; 
'Finding my ſelf ſo ſeverely accuſed from the Pteſs, in a way fo 
publick, as that of two ſheets ſold about the ſtreets, and with 
care conveyed to ſuch perſons, whoſe ill opinion: might have a 
particular ill effeft on me, 1 could not be ſo over-charitable 
as not to think that the Wricer or Publiſher of this, or both, 
were not acted by ſo charitable and candid a Spirit as be- 
came men of their profeſſion. 1 found theſe ſheers firſt in a 
Stationers ſhop, and ſome hours after, that | might not want 
the comfort of them, they were lefc at my houſe by the Penny 
Poſt : Iwgaridred much to ſee'a man that profeſſeth a Zeal for the 
Chriſtian Religion, aC&t-ſo manifeſtly againſt ſome of the plaineſt 
precepts of it. For beſides the railing and ill language in it, and 
«the uncharitable Inferences and Judgements that are made to my 
prejudice, the manner of doing it is ſo direCtly contrary to our 
Saviours rule of ſpeaking to our brother firſt in private, and then 
in the preſence of a ſew, before we proceed publickly againſt 
him; that in Charity to. the Animadverter or the Publiſher , 
1 am bound to think. that he made no refleftion on ti precept 
while he wrote or publiſhed theſe ſſieets. I ſpeak of th&Writegnd 
Publiſher as of two different perſons, becauſe he whg'is generally 
foppoſed to be the Author, did very ſeriouſly proteſt.to one of the 
Right Reyerend Fathers of the Church, that whoſoever was the Au, 
thor of thoſe ſheets ( which he did not direfly acknowledge was 
himfelf ) he did not intend to publiſhthemrill I had firſt ſeen them, 
but that he had put them! in the hands of another to have them com. 
mmicated to me,who without his knowledge publiſhed them;and he 
eſſed'over and-over again ſome trouble by reafon of their being. 
Printed in fuch a manner. This I take as it was told, without makin 
any reffeftions on it. It cannot be denied, but his friend ſhew 
an officious keenneſs in this matter, and it is hard to tel} whether in 
publiſhing theth without his leave, he ſhewed bimſelf leſs —_—_ 
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than mine, and it was a ſtrange piece of forwardneſfs to Print ſuch 
Animadverſions without the Authors conſent, eſpecially he beiog 
here in. Town. | Ie? 
' I hadindeed upon another grant occaſion, ſhewed how ready L 
was to receiye corrections of ſuch miſtakes as | had made, and 
how willing I was not only to ſubmit ro ſakind a cenſure, but pub» 
lickly to own to the world both my own Errours, and the obliga- 
tions I lay under, to that friendly. and learned perſon who 
diſcovered to me ſome faults ig the firſt Volume of my 
Hiſtory of the Reformation of this Church. I confeſs the ſtile of 
theſe Animadverſions had nothing of the gentleneſs and good 
breeding which was in the' other Animadverſions, and as much as 
the one exceeded the other in the matter, being really well found- 
ed, ſo much didit alſo in all reſpe&ts ſhew the worthineſs, the 
exatneſs, and the candour of the Writer, which, 1 confeſs, do 
not appear ſo very evidently in this: And I mult fay, if it was in» 
tended | ſhould have ſeen it firſt, and ſo have been gained by it to 
have retracted what was amiſs, the ſtile was not well conſidered : 
For he that reproves and corretts as a Brother, with deſign to gain 
round on him to whom he offers ſuch admonitions, ought to gild 
the pill, and do ſomewhat to temper the averſion that is too na- 
tural toall men for fuch diſcoveries. + . - ; 
As ſoon as I went home, and had got among my Books, I turned 
to the places for which I was accuſed, and quickly found there was 
no cauſe given for all thoſe Tragical complaints; and that notwithe 
ſtanding the diſcipline that was ſo liberally beſtowed on we, there 
wereohly two places in which there was the- leaſt colour of adyan- 
tage againſt me. The one was, that 1 cited a Capitular of Charles the 
Greaz's that was not. full to the point, and forgot to refer to ano« 
ther that was much fuller. The other was, that I had taken Zo« 
naras's words too large, and that what he had faid was neglefted 
by the greater number of the Biſhops, I cited as if all the Biſhops 
had neglected it. Theſe. being the only two pallages for which 
I could cenfure my ſelf, I did take beart a little; and preſently 
writ a particular Anſwer to the Animadverkons, in which there 
was mixed ſuch a ſharpneſs of ſtile, that how 'much ſoever I had 
been provoked to it, yet I could not think it any way becoming 
my profeſſion to ublith it with ſo much acrimony, which Ithought 
might, be more eaſily forgiven in that Paper , that was intended 
to be ſeen only by ſome few, and, in particular by him that _ 
foot; > 
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ſuppoſed to be the Author of them, for I was not unwilling that he 
might fee what 1could in Reaſon and Juffice fay inmy own defence, 
and in anſwer to him, though upon other reaſons I did not think it 
conyenient to publiſh it to the world in'that ſtile. 

In the beginning of his Paper I am told that there are ſo men 
things that ſeem amiſs in my Book, that it would be extreamly tediors to ſet 
thew all down, and that therefore ſome general hints, and a few inſtances 
are only picks aut. This,l eonteſs, 1look on as an artifice too common 
crowork much-on any perfor; and therefore l do believe the Ani- 
rwadvetter: has done his worſt : yet leſt Tſhould fall afleepupon this 
confidence, I am told in the nd that if 1 do not ſpeedily correct in 
4 ſecond Impreſſion what is amifs in the firſt, I may look for Tome 
roug her hand ;, but what hand can be roxgher that keeps the Kings 
Peace, and does not uſe a Cudgel or a Brick-bat,,I do not imagine: 
For howlI can be uſed more ſharply in words, than when Fam taxed 
with want of Integrity and Ingenuity, of falſhood and ſedition, and 
bring an Enemy to the Government both in Church and State, 1 cannot 
pendily apprehend. Bur, 1 thank God, I have learnt to bear ill 
language and unjuſt dealing without making the ordinary returns: 
F will not pretend with the Philoſopher to ſay, If an Aſs kick, ſhall 
kick ap4in;, but, I hope, I may be allowed to learn of our Saviour, 
who when he was reviled, reviled not again': and ſince he has com 
manded- his Diſciples to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe them :; 
I ſhall make no other return to all thoſe reproaches, but to pray 

God to inſpire both the Animadverter and the Publiſher with a 
better temper, and to make them conſider well when they bring 
their gfe ro the Holy Altar, whether before they ofe# or conſecrate 
it, they onght not to do ſomewhat 'previeug to it, for the fatisfa- 
Aion of one,, whom, withoutany cauſe that know of, they have 
treated not as a Brother, but as an Enemy. | 
. Fonce intended to publiſh no anſwer at all, but to reſt ſatisfied 
with the Vindication which I offered to a few of my Friends, and 
to the ſight of fach as defired it, having Taid my-anſwer in a Sta« 
rioners ſhop, where any that were curious might find it. 1 was 
firmly reſolved againſt 'faying any thing in'Print at all,for Fthoughr 
in a time of common danger we had ' ſomething elle to be buſted 
about than the engaging in perſonal matters, by which the Ene- 
mies of the Church might have the diverſion of ſeeing us employ the 
Preſs one againſt another, and 1 had ſome time ago freely, and of 
my ſelf promiſed to fome of .my|vperiours, that if any __ ir 
Gl ook, 
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' Book ſhould. draw forth an Anſwer bomany of the friends of the 
Church, I ſhould ſit filent, and Ieave what I bad written to ſtand 
or. fall according to the ſtrength that was in it. . This I meant only 
of ſuch a fair anſwer, as might have been expected from a Sc 
lar, or a Divine, and therefore I did not conceive my ſelf boun 
by it, when I was ſo openly, and violently traduced, yet I was 
ſo exact to what I had ſeemed to promiſe, that I would fay nothing 
ef this matter, till one of the Right Reverend Fathers of the Church 
told me it wasneceſlary for me to free my {elf of thoſe imputations, 
and he undertook that my ſuperiots Thould not be ill atisfied with 
it, ifI wrote without refteftion or ſharpnels of ſtile. Upon this 
Encouragement, I now publiſh my anſwer, and ſhall obſerve that 
caution ſo carefully, that I will rather give the Reader cauſe to 
complain thatT write flat, than ſprinkle it with that Salt, which 
is thought: neceſſary to give ſome reliſh to this dull fort of. wri- 
ting.' And if thoſe that read what wrote firſt, thought it too ſharp, 
I am confident they will rather think this is too much in the other. 
extream. I donot affect Satyre, nor am I ſo much concerned in 
what cenſures may paſs upon me, as to endeayour to redeem my. 
ſelf from them, by any. methods which are not ſutable-to the gra- 
vity and gentleneſs that become my Profeſſion. I now come to the 
Animadverfions themſelves. | 
- Thefirſt thing objeCted to me is,that the greateſt part ofthe in- 
Nances in the former and latter parts of my book-are borrowed 
from De Marca, and that I diſguiſe them as if 1had taken them. 
from the Oziginals : I do not deny that I read De Marca very care- 
fully, but he muſt needs know, if he has compared the Quotations, 
that I have ſearched the Originals themſelyes : And indeed.-.l do- 
not remember of any one Quotation in that whole book, taken 
from ſecond hand, which 1 do not cite as from that hand. 
For this he firſt cites page 27, 28, 29, 30. compared to De 
Marca, page 383, In all which there are but ten Quotations , 
of which four are not mentiond by De Marca, {o that here are but 
ſix Quotations that he can pretend are from him. He again cites 
Page 205. 210. and refers me to De Marca 439. and 442. 
Page 205. thereare four Quotations, of which three are not cited 
by De Marca,and for the fourth,if he will come to my cloſct he may 
ſee my mark on the book from which I youchit. Page 210. there 
are but two Quotations, one is from Baluſu« notes upon De Mar- 


ca, and the other is from Goldaſtxs, which though I haye not by 
| me 
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me, yet 1 compared it exaCtly, ſo this charge comes to nothing. 

His next charge is, that page 16. I had afferted with De' Merca, 
that there was no ſet quahtity for the Chriſtians oblations; but 
forgot to obſerve from him, that Irene ſaid they exceeded the 
tenth part of their Revenues. I aſſert no ſuch thing from De May- 
ca, but from St. Pal, that he ſet no rate on them: And it was not 
neceſſary that I ſhould vouch Ireneus from De Marca, when in that 
very page | cite his own words, that the Chriſtians did not gue leſs 
than the Jews, who gave Tithes, but converted all they bad to Religions 
ſes; and1 donot fee how neceflary it was for me. to ſay that De 
Afarce had obſerved this. | 

The ſecond head of my Accuſation is of thoſe paſlages, wheres 
in I have miſtaken the words or the ſenſe : I ſhall not criticize a. 
bout the miſtaking of words, which may be myſcited, but not = 
ftaken. He tells me he could at leaſt produce 40 examples of this, 
but in great tenderneſs for me, he gives 7 for the ſpecimen ; ſo 
the other 33 are to be judged by thele. | 

The firſt is page 13. He accuſes me for ſaying that mention is 
made of Elections by the People in the Secondand Sixth Canons of 
the Council of Nice; and affirms that mention is made of themin 
neither of thoſe Canons. I ſee no way of conviction, but to con- 
fider the Canons themſelyes. . In the Second, mention is made of 
ſome things that were done againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Canon in«ye- 
ptivay Toy dyIgaarur, through the urgency of men; and they inſtance 
It in two particulars, the one is that they brought thoſe who were, 
newly converted from Heatheniſme to be baptized; the other is, 
that as ſoon as they were baptized they uſed 7poayry 5 i7niokonty 
# TpzoCuTepior, LO promete Or bring, Or advance tO a Biſhoprick,or Pres- 
byterate. Now though theſe words alone might perhaps be wrelt- 
ed to another ſenſe, yet if we compare them with the Hiſtory of 
that time, they can admit of no other ſenſe ; eſpecially if we com. 
pare them with the citations from Nazianzer. page 32. And for the' 
Sixth Canon that common ſuffrage of all 75 x05 Tay7or {ipp tv- 
aoyw, which was to take place, notwithſtanding the oppoſition 
of two or thtee, can only be underſtood of the Eleftion by the 
People: For that ſuffrage which the Biſhops gave, when they ap- 
proved of it, and proceeded to ordain the elected perſon, was 
not determined by the Majority: For the Metropolitan had a N2ga- 
tive. So that the Eleftion where the Majority prevailed, ,muſt 
be only underſtood of the decree, that was made by the RR. 

: I did 
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]- did never deny that the Biſhops had a power to confirm or re” 
ject this Eleftion, but do expreſly aſſert that they were Judges of 
the fitneſs of the perſon choſen. 

Page. 18. He accuſes me for citing Cyprians words, Epiſt. 66. 
wrong , and to make this pals the bettcr he puts thoſe words 
which I had ſet down as my own,in /ralica, to make it appear that | 
had ſet them down as a part of Cyprians words, and had rendred 
que nunc ratio & forma tenetur, inſtead thereof. 1f the ſcope of Cypri- 
ans Epiltle is' conſidered, it will appear to how little purpoſe theſe 
words are cited, St. Cyprian is arguing againſt Churchmens medling 
inSecular affairs,and he brings the inſtance of the Prieſts and Levites 
among the Jews, who were well provided for by T ythes, that 
they might haye no tentation lying on them, to entangle themſelves 
with the cares of this World. Which reaſon and form, lays he, ss 
obſerved in the Clergy: The reaſon was that they being well provi- 
ded for, might be treed from theſe diſtrattions, and the form was 
their receiving their ſhare out of the Basket,as a Tythe of the fruits 
of the Earth. 

In the end of this Paragraph, he accuſes me for ſaying that 
Origen affirmed that Firſ#-fruits were only to be payed under the 
Goſpel; and ſays that he mentions Tythes as dye under the - Goſpel. 
By this it appears that either theſe Animadverſions were writ in 
haſt, or that the writers thoughts went too quick, for all I ſaid 
was that: Origen. concluded that Firſt-fruits only were to be brought 
to the Prieſk. And it is certain that he does not ſpeak one word 
of paying Tythes to the Prieſt ; but all along repeats that of the 
firſt.fruirs;: - $0 that it does not-appear that he rchought ir neceſſa- 
ry to bring Tythbes to: the Prieſt, But L never ſaid that he affirmed 
that firſt-fruits- were only de #nder the Goſpel. There is a great 


-difference between what was to be paid ro the Prieſt, and what Chri- 


ſtians ought to. ſet' off for Charitable and Pious uſes. 
Page 52; He accuſes me for ſaying that Charles the Great ſub- 


jected the Church Lands to the common ſervices, ſuch as build- 


ing of Bridges, &c. And 1 do not deny -that the Capitular 
there cited does not clearly prove it; but it proves this, that 
thoſe that were obliged to thoſe ſervices were to be required by 
ſuch as the Biſhopand the Count ſhould name, and who theſe were 
appears by an ancienter Capitular of Pepins the younger An. 793. 
Fap. 29. by: which all perſons were required. according to ancient 


'@yſtoin to repair. Churches, to make Bridges. and mend High- 
: B 
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ways, and none were to pretend immenity : Which is clearly a car: 
rying on-of Honorius and Theodoſms his Law cited from Fuſtwyriens 
Codex. Here I confels at the firſt view he ſeems co have ſome adyan- 
tage, but what it amou-:ts to, [ leave it to him ſelf to judge. 

Page 71. He quarrels with me for citing ſoine formularies con- 
cerning the endowments of Churches : aid t:lls me thoſe are the 
endowments of Monaſteries and not of Pariſh Churches 5, Bur 1 did 
not name Parsſh Curches ; this was put in by him, otherwiſe he had 
loſt his Objetion. I hope he does not deny that Carhedrals are 
Charches, though poſſeſt by Monks. 1 cite bat four of .hele, and 
of the ficſt it does not appear what ſort of Church it was ; of the 
ſecond it is cl-ar it was the Cathedral, wiere St. Martsns body lay ; 
and it mentions Refors as well as the Abbot. The third and 
fourth that I cite, are general forms of endowment; for Churches 
that had eith:r Abbots or ReCtors in them, and were to be filled 
up according to the conſtitution of the Church, to which the en- 
dowment was made. 

Page 116. What L had ſet down concerning Abraham with a 

rhaps, and an sr ſeems, he cites, as if | had poſitively aſlerted ir, 
with this kind Animadverſion,that I wreſt theScripture to wndermine the 
Clergy*s maintenance. If to commend the -Pcinces that provided ſo 
I berally for the Clergy, and to condemn as a great wickedneſs the 
taking away or detaining that which is ſo dedicated to holy uſes, 
be an undermining of the maintenance of the Clergy, I acknow- 
ledge my ſeif guilty of it; bat if this imports the quite contrary, 
then he was too inconſiderate in his cenſure. Nor will it ſerve 
his turn to ſay that ſome Eaſtern Kings did take T\ thes ;, that beirig 
begun when the Kings and Priefts were one perſon For Samuel that is the 
ancientelt Author cired for it, lived ſome ages after thoſe two 
Offices were divided : And St. Paul Heb. 7. ver. 2. after that he 
had ſaid that Abraham gave a tenth part of all to Melchizedech, 
adds, He being firſt by interpretation King of Righteouſneſs, and after 
that alſo King of Salem;and ver.q.he ſays corſider a!ſo how great this man 
was, unto whom even the Patriarch Avraham g ave 4 tenth of the ſpoil. 
] leave itto any mpartial man to conſider if this will not jultifie 
my expoſition, guarded with a perbaps and an it ſeems, Ir 1s true 
St. Paul argues after:vards upon the ſuppoſition of Tythes bcing 
due to Priefts,. bunt this was to the Fews to whom he wrote: But 
if he h..d intended to bing the Chriſtian Church under the like obli- 
gation, it is not very accountable why he did not ſay one word 
about ity this being {- proper a place for it. Page 
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Page 143. He challenges me for ſaying that the 14. Canon of 
the Council of Chalens obliged the Biſhops in their viſitations to 
confirm, and not to prey upon their people, and tells me that the 
Canon did only oblige, that when they did viſit to confirm, they 
ſhould not opprels tieir people: But theCanon in general ſpeaks cum 
Epoſcops Parochias ſuas peragrant, & ſiquands peragrande parochie 
neceſſiias incumbit, and charges them that they ſhould confirm , 
enquire what was to be amended, Preach the word of God,and that 
they ſhould uſe their induſtry rather in the gaining of ſouls, than 
in the robbing and ſpoiling of their Subje&ts, and ſcandalizing of 
their brethren : Now lam not quick ſighted enough todivine what 
can be made out of this. 

Page 192. He challenges me for citing Zonaras, ſaying that 
there were no Stewards in the Eaft in his time, and alledges that 
he ſays that many Biſhops, and ſome Abbots did not regard the 
Canon that enjoyned the uſe of them. But he ſays that the great- 
eſt part did not obſerve it, 7a&0e1 76y dg nupior, in which it is true: 
I enlarge.| the expreſlion too generally, and put no for few, yet he 
contracts it as if it only Genified many : But the whole matter is 
of no conſequence. And now if the reſt of the forty places be 
to be judged of by theſe as the ſample, I ſhall not much apprehend 
the cenſures of Learned and impartial men-; bur if a man has. 
before hand reſolved to find fault, it will be no hard task to write 
m_ ſtrictures, on much better books than I can pretend mine: 
to be. 

But now I come to the third head of this accuſation, of my omi= 
flions of many paſſages which the Animadverter thinks were as ob- 
vious to me as thoſe have cited; and he judges that they were paſt 
over by me, teſt they ſhould look too favouorably on the Clergics. 
power or thcir right to the Tythes. But ke does not know if 
thefe were as obvious to me, as it ſeems they were to himlſelf; 
and he mult know me better than he does yet, before he can 
judge what my intentions are. 

Page 40. He quarrels with me for not citing a part of the 23. 
Canon of .4»tioch, and the 13. Canon of the African Code, which 
fpeak of the Election of Biſhops.By the Metropohtan and the other 
Biſhops of the Province.But this was not atall neceſſary. to be men» 
tioned, for I had laid'it down as a thing undiſputed,. oxer and 
over again, that the Biſhops had a- power. of judging,. after the 
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people had pitcht on the perſon ; nor was it ever imagined by any 
that I know of, that the Biſhops met meerly as tools for ordaining 
thoſe that were nominated by- the People; though violence was 
ſometimes uſed, for which ſee what I have ſaid paze 75,8,9,12, 13. 
therefore having laid that down as an unqueſtionable truth, there 
was no need of accumulating more proofs : So there was n«9 cauſe 
to charge this on me as a deſigned omiſſion, 

Page 72. He charges me for leaving out the cleareſt and firmeſt 
proofs tor Tythes, of the Fathers of that age ; and yetas there are 
none more eminent than Chryſoſtom, Ferom aud Auſtin whom l cite ; 
ſo I do: not remember to hay: fallen on any thing more expreſs for 
them in Doftor Combers H:!!ory of Tythes. It is very ſtrange 
that he does not obſervea difference between the adviſing People to 
ſet off more than a tenth for Charities, and a rule obliging them 
to pay in a tenth, as a Rent due to the Prieſt. - And that this was 
never ſet, upin the Greek Church,” nor authorized by the Roman 

Law, ſeems ſome-inducemenrat left to a man of no extraordina- 
ry: ſagacity, to believe that the Divine right of Tythes payable to 
Prieſts, antecedently to humane Laws, was not the Doctrine of 
that age. 

' Paze 119 Hechallenges me for not- citing all the Laws made 
' by Charles the Great, for the payment of Parochial Tythes, and 
'1s not ſatisfied that I cite two. But my purpoſe was to ſhew it 
-was 'ſetled by him ; and I do not ſee the great need of telling 
how oft this was repeated by him : And after that I had ſaid that 
" Alfred h:d ſetled the payment of Tythes in England, 1do not ſee 
why he ſhould objeft to me the not mentioning the latter Laws 
-thar came afterwards : For either thoſe were only confirmations 
- of the former, and ſo they ſignifie nothing; or al} that could have 
been drawn from them was to repreſent the unwillingneſs of the 
P-ople to ſubmit to them, and who knows but he would have 
made this criminal in-me. 

Paze 127. His next exception is that I ſay before Caroloman and 
Pepin, there had been no Synods in France for 82 years, that is 
from 662. till 54.2. and this ſtill holds good, notwithſtanding the 
.four he mentions; for by Synods it is plain, my meaning was Af. 
ſemblies 'for regulating the affairs of the Church. Some meetings 
indeed there were in that interval, which ſeem rather to have 
been Aſſemblies of the Eſtates or Parliaments, than Eccleſiaſtical 
- meetangs : For in ſome of them the Priviledges of Monaſteries were 
. con 
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confirmed, and in other Biſhops were condemned to be beheadr 
ed. But that which he cites from Binnrm at Chalons is not in my 
Edition, nor will I enter into diſpute with him whether Urreche 
belongs to France or Germany. But for juſtifying what I ſaid, Bo- 
niface his letter to Pope Zachary is a ſufficient authority, for (cap, 
2. ) he writes to him that the Franrks, as ancient men then ſaid, bad 
had no Synod for above eighty years. This ſerves to acquit me and 
hereafter he may deal with Boniface as he pleaſes. | 

Page 129. He accuſes me for pailing over ſome words in a 
Canon at Akin which ſhew that Charles the Great believed thar 
Tythes were due by a Divine right. But he cannot think I intended: 
to diſguiſe this matter, for page 113, wherel firſt enter upon it, 1 do 
largely ſet out the Churches pretending to a Divine right for them; 
and it was necdleſs to repeat this at every time, though I do 
exprelly ſpeak of it again page 140. and 141, | 

Page 180. He accyſes me tor -leaving out that proviſion made 
for the Emperours: pawer of annulling Elections'by the Clergy 
and People, in the Popes conceſhon of the inyeſtiture to the Empe- 
rour. But if this is not-plainly-enough inſinuated in theſe words, 
that when a-Biſhop was canonically elelted by the Clergy and People, 
he ſhould not be conſecrated till the Ring and Staff were given him by 
the Emperour, I amto ſeek as to the true uſe and ſenſe of wards: 
For this clearly exprcſles thit the Emperour had a Negative, and 
by contequence the power of annulling Elections : and they are 
the very words of the Popes conceſſion. 

The fourth Head is of the contradictions he finds me guilty of, 
of theſe he reckons up three, but with what ſucceſs | now come to cx» 
amine. | 2 
; Page 52. and 169. I had affirmed that Church Land; in England 
before the Conqueſt were ſubjeed to the ſervice called Trinoda IVe- 
ceſſitas, for Fortifying Caſtles, building Bridges, and a rate for an ex- 
pedition, and yet from Matthew Parss 1 alert that.they held their 
Lands in Frank Almoin , and ſo were free from all ſecular ſervice. 
He acknowledges [ have cited Right from Marthew Paris; ſo all his 
quarrel muſt be for what I ſay of the Trinoda Neceſſitas, I my (If 
bave ſeen it in ſome Original Charters in the Saxon time, which lam 
ready to ſhew him as ſoon as I certainly know his name. If there is 
a contradiCtion between theſe two things, 1 am not to be blamed 
for it, having-good authority for all I affirm : And if there ſhould 
fall tobe a contradiction betwixt Original Charters, and Marrhew 
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Paris, who was a Monk, and fo ready to ſpeak in favour of 
their priviledges, one would think it were not very difficult ro 
determine the controverſie. But if they can be both reconciled, 
then the contradiCtion and objection both are out of doors. They 
were exempted from all conſtant and pe1 ſonal ſervices, and ſo were 
free from the bondage of the feudal tenure, yet upon great emer- 
gents they might be obliged to bear a ſhare in the publick bur- 
thens. 

The two other contradiftion3 are a little odd. He tells that 
whereas page 117. I had made thisdillinCtion betwixt the Levitical 
Prieſthood and Church men under the Goſpel, that whcreas the 
f-rmer had not the charge of Souls, the latter had it; and yet 
page 323. I ſay the diltintion of with care and without cure is 
11: grounded, and ſavours too much of the niceties of the Cano- 
niſts. Now where to find out the contradiCtion here, is really above 
my skil}; 1 had aſſerted that Church-men under the Goſpel have 
the care of Souls ; and purſuant to this, 1 rejzCted the diſtinCti. 
' on of benefices with and without cure, ( the word benefice was left 
out, for it would have ſpoyled this imaginary contradiction. ) 
If the quarrel to me is, becauſe 1 am diſpleaſed with thoſe, that 
whatſocyer be the nature of their Benefice, are ſure to make them 
ſine cures, I muſt ſubmit to his indignation, for I cannot eaſily 
change my mind in that particular. 

The next contradition is no leſs ſtrange, page 126, I blame 
Biſhops for turning Souldiersz and yet-page 131. I relate how 
they were forced to go to the Wars, Now if it is impofible to 
force a man to do a thing unbecoming his profeſſion ; here's a 
contradiction with a witneſs: But he may as well call it a con- 
tradition to blame men for apoſtatizing from the Faith, and. 
yet ſhewing how they were forced'to it by Perſecution. 

Having thus far examined the contradiftions objected to me, 
I now come to conſider another part of my charge that falls under 
the fifth head, of my odd and miſtaken afſertions, falſe reaſoning s, 
weak ſuggeſtions, which only ſhew 3/! will to the power and rights of 
the Clergy ;, and of this he gives ten inſtances. 

Page 18. I tell that St. Cyprian gathered 100000 Seſterces for re- 
deeming Captives, and yet page 21. Ifeem tothink it Poetry in Pr#- 
dentizs, when he mentions the Chriſtians offering thouſands of Se. 
ſKerces : whereas I made no refletions on the quantity of the ſumm, 
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Lands, 'and bronght in the prizes of them, and of this all 1 
fay,is that it's hard todetermine how much of Poetry may be in it. 

Page 65+ He accuſes me, that in imitation of Mr. Seldex, I cite 
Canons that were made to prevent abuſes, and were frequently 
eſtabliſhed upon 'one or two ill practices, to prove abuſes crept 
into the Church, which he calls a falſe and 45ſmgenuous way of arguing. 
This I had ſaid when began to treat of the Canons of the Coug- 
cil of Chalcedon, and eight of theſe Canons do expreſsly mention 
abuſes creptin: Now one would think that this might ſuffice to 
acquit me of falſhood or diſingenuity. The maxime 1s not more 
common than true, Ex mals moribus oriuntur bona leges, and few 
Law-givers have the foreſight to prevent abuſes, though all that 
are good have the zeal to condemnthem when they appear. 

Page 72. He accuſes me for ſaying that in St. Chryſotome's time 
there was no rule ſet for the Charities of Chriſtians , and ſays 
that my own inſtances prove they thought it a ſin to give leſs than 
a tenth ; yet St. Chryſoſtome expreſsly ſays he did not pretend to 
make a Law in that matter: and there is one diſtinCtion that he 
ſeems reſolved never to obſerve, between the ſetting. a rate on 
what the Chriſtians were bound to pay into the Church, and the 
direCtions that were given ther for their Charities. 

Page 80. He condemns me;/for what I ſay agaioſt converting 
fines to Secular uſes, and ſays that ſince the money raiſed out of 
T\ythes may be applied to the: maintenance of oacs family, which 
is a Secular uſe, why may not fines raiſed by Leaſes be applied to the 
ſame-purpoſe ? Bux it's clear 1,was ſpeaking of choſe Fines that were 
raiſed to the prejudice of anes fuccetiors or of the Church, ſo in this 
caſe I plead for the Rights of the Church. There. is indeed no realon 
to blame the levying of fines, if the Leaſes do laſt but ones own 
life ; but I cannot ſee why an Incumbent ſhould have a conſideraticn 
for thoſe years in which his Succeſlors may enj-'y the B ;nefice. _ 

Page 113. Heſays I applaud the diſtinftions, found out to dimi- 
niſh the payment of a full tenth part, whereas I neither applaud 
them nor condemn them, bur barely relate matter of fa&t : He al- 
ſo accuſes me for calling it the heavieſt tax that any N tion <cver 
came under, as of 1 forgot that this us all that men give for the pro- 
viſion of ''injſters to look to thezy Souls, which infinuates that he thinks 
it ſtil} roo little, And ſays, that 1 do not cogtiiier that che Jews[h 
Nagxion was pyt under a double Tythe by God himſelf. I lis Jatt 

he 


(14) 
he knows t have conſideret,” and! ſhewed the difference between 
Jews and Chriſtians: The former having their ſ6il-given them inime- 
diately' by God, who might therefore lay what cliarge on it he 
pleaſed, which is not the caſe of Chriſtians. A tenth in a cold 
climate, upon a moderate computation, will riſe to a fifth, if not 
to a fourth part of the revenue. Now the People of this Nation 
are eſtimated at ſix millions, andthe Clergy are abour ten' thou« 
ſand ; the ſix handredth”part of the whole. ' 18 will be neteſfary 
therefore that the'proofs be very clear, before it can be eaſily be- 
lieved that the fix hundredth /part of a Nation have by Divine 
Right, a title toa fourth or fifth part of its Revenue. Oae would 
think that the Taxes for the preſervation of the State ought in rea- 
ſon to be much higher, the neceflary expence of Goyernment be- 
ing much greater; and yet no Nation in'Europe, ' unleſs it be France 
of late, has paid a half of the full tenth of the growth to the pul 
lick treaſure. He alſo'goes on confidently in one miſtake; though 
1 have taken ſome pains to rectihe it in my Book, that the Tythes 
are the Prieſts portion alone, whereas I have fully proved that ar 
firſt ir was appointed that they- ſhould be divided berween the 
Clergy and the Poor : '' confels,-I-have great prejudices to any 
Doftrine, which if true, -puts a' while Nation:in-a ſtate of dam- 
nation, and brings them undet folhainous'a guilt as the ſin of $a- 
criledge muſt draw after it, Hei aſlttts 'the-Parochial Right of 
Tythes, and that he'that bleſles the Beople has a right to them; 
andif this is trve, -then the/King, »atidall the Nobility and Gentry 
that are impiopriatbes/all the Biſhbps,  the/ Cathedrals, Hoſpi- 
tas and! Colledges whe have iaptepriated Tythes in their Reve- 
nuss,: afid al) Non-tefidenty who farhidat theblefling of their peo- 
ple to their 'Curares, and yet-raiſe the'Thythes; wu be every one 
'of them in a ſtate of: damnation. 'For the laſt bf theſe lam not 
very ſollicitous,' but:for the former, I will not eaſily drink in ſach 
a'damning'Dotrine/”/ 7 >, e:1 9 
Page 117. He accfes me for'gathering ſome odd pretences to 
give reaſon why Tythes were eaſier to the Fews than to us: He'ſays, 
T urge the vaſt number of the Prieſts, and one would think that 
the thirtieth part of a Nation (which was the loweſt proportion of 
the Tribe of Levi) had aright to a greater portion than the ſix 
hundredth part. He alſo ſays that I urge the froitfulneſs of their 
Land and the barrenneſs of ours, which, he adds, I drew from the 
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Quakers Books , but I'can aſſure him , if he will believe me, I ne- 
verread one of them on this Argument, Ithink it is no ſuch My- 
ſtery but that any Man might have hiton it, that a fruitful Land 
may pay a greater Rate thana barren:But I have given no advantage 
to the Quakers for their unjuli Robbery of Church-men , or rather 
the.robbing of God, in detaining that which the Law provides for 
them 3 which it might well do, tho there were no antecedent di- 
vine Right making it neceſlary : and the Law, which is the Mea- 
ſure of Property, having determined this, the denying to pay it is 
as much Injuſiice, as robbing on the High-way : the Sin of which 
is not one ]ot the leſs , tho no Man can make out his Title to his 
Goods from a divine Right. And the Sinof this is ſo much the 
greater , as the robbing God muſt be greater than the robbing a 
private Perſon. 

Page 118, he accuſes me for affirming falſely concerning us and the 
Fews, that the ſame Rule was opplied to all : tho I grant that the Jews 
Tithe was. but a fifth Part , and know that the Chriſtians was but a 
tenth, So here I lic againſt my Conſcience. I will not ſay this is 
a willful Miſtake in him,but I am ſure it is a groſs one 3 for the al}, 
to whom I ſay the ſame Rule was applied, does not belong to Jews 
and Chriſtians , bur to the Northern and barren Climates , where 
the Returns are not above ten, five, and in ſome not above three, 
And for the kindneſs of his Cenſure, I leave it to his own Conſcience 
to conſider, how far he is bound to ask God Pardon for it. 

Pag. 172. He condemns me for my Criticiſm about the Term 
Biſhoprick, Anno 1077, and ſays, that I bring Proof that it was ear- 
lier uſed: and yet all that Proof is the Title of a Chapter , where 
it is once uſed z andevery Body knows that Titles we re (etbefore 
Books or Chapters ſome Ages after they were written. 

Page 199+He accuſes me-for ſaying that Kings might begin the 
Seizure of the Goods of deceaſed Biſhops, as repreſenting the Peo- 
ple , who before might make thoſe Seizures: and whereas the 
Poor at firſt made them , he argues that the Kings could not be 
ſuppoled torepreſent che Poor, But fince I pretend only in this 
Matter to proceed upon Conjecture , any Errour. I may be guilty 
of, ought to be cafily forgiven me ; and 1 tcll what might have 
fallen out in Fat, and not what is to be defended in Right, It 
is probable, as long as the Biſhops were poor, the poor only ſpoiled 
their Goods but when they grew rich , it is like enough others 
might have mixcd with the poor in theſe Spoils, and that might 
have invited the Officers of Princes brit to (cize on them, 
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320,He accuſes me for ſaying thatthere' was nothing ſo de- 
dicated under the New Teſtament as was under the -Old, and cites 
that of Ananias and Saphira. But certainly great'Difference is to -be 
made between a voluntary Dedication, and «divine Appointmene, 
and between the Lawsof God , that cannot be repealed but? by 
the ſame Authority that firtt enacted them, and human Laws, that. 
are li}! ſubject ro the ſupream legiſſative- Power» 

But his laſt Inſtance makes Amends for all the 'Defets in the 
former. This Nation has been under great Apprehenfions of Po- 
pery : many Expedients have been propofed , and the Dangers. 
have been much conſidered , and gothing'has been more ſerioutly 
examined. by both King and Parliament for ſume Years, but none 
vt them were ſo wiſe as to foreſee cne Danger, with which he 
frights me; Becauſe 1 determined , that. Popiſh Prince may extend: 
the Regale to all Churches in bis Dominions., antl-this be thinks an un- 
ſeaſonable Aſſertion t9 publiſh bere in England, as our Caſe ſtands with. 
reſpett to the next in Succeſſion, Bur if this be all the Danger he ap» 
prehends, he may go tobed andſleep very ſecurely, tor the Regale 
is already in the Crownthere, and'has been for ſame Ages exten- 
ded to all the Churches in England, So 'the next Prince can add: 
nothing to what the Crown is already velied with. 

Thetixth'Head, for which I come'under his Diſcipline, is the 
many groſs Reflections on the Clergy, 'both ancjent and 'modern , 
which he thinks prodigiouſly ftrange , and eſpecially.in this Age, and 
that therather , that the Ground of many of the Acculations is 
falſe, and tobring this to In{tances he complains, that 

Page 26, I inveigh againti the'Corruptions of the Church in the. 
Beginning of the fourth Century, and yet acknowledg that the 
better and ſounder. Part did tlill prevail in publick Synods : "from. 
which he inferrs, that- if the major Part was-good, "there" wat- no- 
Ground. for that Tnveflive : Yet any that readsthat Paſſage will hard- 
ly find much of Tnveive in it, and it's far ſhort of what might have. 
been cited from Nazianzen and Chryſojtom , whole Credit he would 
be ſure to magnity, ifit made for. him. The running backward- 
and forward as they did, in the fundamental Points of Faith , will. 
jubify a far ſcverer Character than | give of them :. and may not a. 
Church be corrupted , tha the Majority continues. found ?- Nor can. 
we judge of the Majority of a Church , by the Majority of a Sy- 
nod, for all Biſhops did not come toevery Synod. And 1 may like- 
wiſe add , that many will beguilty of ill PraCtices, that have not 
the Face to defend them, when they come'tobe examined.. . 
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Page 33, He accuſes me for calling. C-aflantine. a ſuperfiitious. 
weak. Man,upon the Credit of Marceliia a Pagan. Writer. How judi- 
cious a Writer he is,all lezrned Men know : and that Paſſage,I refer 
to, has been cited:by.many of the greateſi Men of this and the for- 
mer Age. Nor was it quoted by me as a Proof, but asan cxcel- 
lent Saying- The Law Cenſtantins made for Churchmen, by which 
thedrivingof Trade and Merchandize among Clergy-men was ſet 
on, and encouraged, was ſeverely: cenſur'd by St. Jerome, one of 
the beſt Men of that Age , who ſaw the ill EffeQts it had. But he 
ſays, I repreſent Martel as a brave Man , who robbed the Church. 
Do lay any Thing in Commendation of him for his Vertues ? 1 


-only ſpeak of his good Condu@ and great Suzceſs in his Wars 3 and 


if this raiſes his Spleen , I muſi conclude that he is very much ſub- 
je& to Vapours, 

He, in the next Place, accuſes me for repreſenting Pulcheria as 
ſuperſtitious 3 and cites two Authors that ſay,ſhe wasa: prudent and 
pious Woman, but in this he ſhews no great Judgment of Church- 
Hiſtorians, The firſt is Zonarss , that lived almoſt ſeven Ages af- 
terher Time, ſo that he might have cited Baronize , or the VVri- 
ters of this Age, as well as one that lived ſolong aſter her. And 
for Socrates, he does not bring his Hifiory down to her Reign nor 
can I find a VVord of her in him 3 thoin this I cannot bepotitive , 
having only curforily run over his Jafi Book. It he had quoted Book 
and Chapter, I could have ſought it out, but the naming the Page,. 
without he had alſo named-the Edition, helps me little: yet I do 
net deny that ſhe was a very pious and prudent VVoman , nor do 
I call her ſuperſtitious 5 but ſay that ſhe was, even to Swperſtitton, (et 
on raiſing the Authority.and Greatnels of the Church : which is a 
far milder Expreffion than that he faltens on me. 

Page 54 He accuſes me for thinking that the Strength of our 
Separatitts lies in the il] Lives of the Clergy: But in what does he 
think their Strength lies ? Is it in their Cauſe, or their Argu- 
ments? I am ſureit I had ſid this,he would have charged it home 
upon me,and withReaſon.But afcer al} I only fay the chict Advanta» 
ges that the Donetiſts then took, were trom the Corruptions of the 
Clergy : and-this he mult cither know to be true, or he isa great 
Stranger to all St. Awjtin's VVritings againſt them: and that Dif 
courſe I conclude with this general 'Exprefſion : Thet in thoſe Preju- 
dices, with wbich the Vulgar are poſſ.jt, from the Diſorders which they 
obſerve in the Perſons and Conduit of Church-men, lies the Strengih of all 
Dividers from the publick, Conftitutions : which I ſet down as a gene- 
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ral Maxime, without applying it to our Separatiſts. 

Pape 59, To ſhew his great exacnelſs in Chronology, he fays ; 
that before the forrth Council at Carthage the African Churches had 
been lately oppreſſed by the Vandals 3 but Baronius and the Colle- 
ors of the Councils, place this Anno 398, and the firſt mention of 
the Vandals invading Gaul is Anno 406. Nor did they invade 4- 
frick,til] the Year 427, 28 Years after this Council. The other 
Parts of this Remark are not worth the anſwering, 

Page 120 He ſays I boaſt ofan odd Diſcovery of the VVeakneſs 
or Dilingenuity of the Biſhops ,, in making two contrary Decrees 
in one Day: but adds, that if we compare de Marca with Baluziws, 
both theſe make good Senſe in one Law, and have no Contradi- 
Ction in them. Baluzius ſpeaks nota VVord of the Canon, and 
only ſets down the Edi : nor does de Marca offer to reconcile 
them , but only ſays that the Biſhops made the Canon according to 
the Eccleſiaſtical Rules and that in the Aſſembly of the States 
they would not firugle againſt the King's Inclinations, But if the 
Annuling of Ordinations made by Authority, without the regular Way 
of Eleion, which is in the Canon, be not plainly contradicted by 
the Proviſo that is in the Edit, for excepting from this Rule thoſe 
that were choſen ont of the Palace, I'muſt learn again the Uſe of the 
Parts of Speech. | 

' Pag. 141 He accuſes me of ſpeaking, without any juſt Ground, 
contemptibly of the divine Right of Tithes, and tor calling Argu- 
ments for it irkſom Stuff: and all this is, becauſe I ſpeak lightly of 
thoſe who run it up to Adam, and ſay that Abel was a true Tither, 
and Cain a falſe one 3 of. this 1 ſhall ſay nothing , but refer it to e- 
very good Judge. He alſo complains that I with SatisfaQion re- 
late (Page 196, and 2co) that all was thought well gotten by Prin- 
ces , that could be got from the Clerpy 3 tho I expreſs no Satista- 
Qion at that , but on the contrary great Regret at the Scandals of 
Church-men, which made Princes and others lole that eſteem that 
former Ages had for them, 

Page 166 He accuſes me, that here and in many other Places I 
induſtriouſly ſearch for thoſe Canons, that may reflect moſt on the 
preſent Biſhops and Clcrgy , and omit many that were more per- 
tinent to the Regale : when he diſcovers thefe Omiſſions I ſhall be 
bcholden to him ,but till then, I mutt look on theſe as ſo' many 
argry VVords 3 nor areany of the Biſhops that I know concerned in 
thole he refers to. 

But his Diſpleaſure againſt me rifcs higher in the ſeventh Head , 

, in 


>, 


(19) 
in which he repreſents me as a Criminal againſt the State 3 and the 
Care that was taken to convey theſe Animadverfions by the Pen- 
ny-Poſt toa great Miniſter , who is known to have much Goodneſs 
for me , ſhews well on what delign this was writ, 

Page 97 Heſays I'cnlarge theWords of Gregoras, but wiſely adds,if 

his Edition is right 3 ſo he is ſafe tillI know his Edition : but let 
the Reader take them in Greek, and then ſee what can be objeed 
to my Transſlation : Sfx © TS&T TUSTC- 01 anne &5 TUSTIN ines 
A£yovTax1 TOs ogags ive This TETHY dUxeeas vroxunlun meg yuan 
xc Iotmep dv eg mm Kot pr devit xmxuTuu wovrix began, 
- Page 199 Heaccuſes me for ſaying that Princes do commonly 
aſſert a Right for any Thing which their Anceſtors have once pra- 
Riſed 3 and to this he anſwers that of late Parliaments in, England 
have done this oftner than Kings. But what am I concerned in 
this ? Idid not blame Princes tor Building upon Preſcription, but 
was only hiſtorically ſhewing, that the Practice of the Regale was 
confett to be an Abule at firſt, but after a whiles Continuance, ic 
was claimed as a Right. | 

Page 244 He ſhews firlt great Unacquaintedneſs withFrenchCon- 
ſtitutions, in calling the Court of Parliament at Paris the Parliament of 
France; And when Francis the firſt had delivered up the beſt part of 
the Liberties of the French Church tothe Pope; he inſinuates as if it 
were Scdition in rae to reflet on the Arbitrarinel(s of that King , 
and the ill Effects of that Temper : nor do I. know what relation 
this has to late Proceedings , except he will prefume to faſten the 
Imputations of Arbitrarine(s upon his Majefly. But as it was ob» 
ſerved to be a Mark of good Times under the Romans , when Men 
might ſafcly ſpeak againit the Tyranny of former Princes; ſo his 
Maj:fiic's mild and gracious Inclivations are (ſo well known , and 
his Reſolution to govern according to Law hath been ſo often and 
ſolately declared , that I am not at all afraid of incurring his Diſ- 
pleaſure by ſpeaking againſt Arbitrarineſ7. 

Page 250, 251 He mentions a large Encomium I give of Riff 
Parliaments , which he ſays he needs not tranſcribe , nor tell what 
itaims at : nor need I te) what he aims at in this. But it ſeems he 
cannot tell what I aimat for he Miſiakes the Thing , and does 
not rightly diſtinguiſh between their Courts of Parliament inFrance, 
which anſwer to our Judges 3 and their Aſſembly of States, which 
anſwers to our Parliaments The Ground of that Contelt was , 
Whether they ſhould deliver up their Liberties to the See of Rome ? 
and if he condemns me for commending the Firmneſs of 
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Jadges in this Point', it's phin enough what he aims at, 

And fora parting Blow'he conclades , that the whole Diſcourſe 
is ſo very partial for Popular EleQtions , and firains- all: Places to 
make it ſeem they had more Right than indeed they'ever hid , that 
41: ſeems writ to court the Favour of the People: But iff he would 
temper his Acrimony a little, he would ſce that T have overthrown 
the Argurment for popular EleQtions much more effectually , than 
ifI hadentered into a long VVrangling about Matter of FaQ.I ſhew 
. thatthey began not upon any divine Rizht , but upon the Circum- 
ſtances in which the Church was during the firſk three Centurics : 
And that as foon as the Goyernment became Chriſtian , the Town- 
Councilsand Poſſe ffors of Lands took ic out of the Hands of the 
Rabble 3 which had nor been obſerved by any that writ before me, 
that I could fall on :fo that I think I have efkeQually overthrown 
any Argument that'can be drawn from the Pratices of that Timc. 
One thing I mult 9bſerye- that on which Side ſoever I may ſeem to 
write; I'muſt'fall under his Diſpleaſure 3 for when I. affcrt a Prince's 

tive of extending the Regalc to all the Churches of his Domi- 
nions , hetellsmc of the Danger of a Popiſh Succcſſour: and if 1 
acknowledg Matter of FaQt'as co popular Eicftions , he ſaysI write 
forthe People. I fre 1 am irrecoverably-loſt wich him; bur a Man 
mult bear his Misfortunes with a patient and'conftant Mind. 

The eighth Head is of divers Errours in Chronology, which he 
is pleaſed to ſuppreſs : tho it appears by his Inquiries into the Hi- 
ſtory of the Vandals that he has a peculiar Talent in that. Some 
Men always love to be tolling great Names, and therefore he is + 
ver frighting me with the Authority of Dr. Beveridg, whom, for his 
great Learning, and rare Worth, I eſteem as much 2s any Man I 
know : and he, to his other excellent Qualitics., adds fo generous 
and worthy a Diſpoſition of Mind,that he is not at all offended with 
thoſe, who cannot in every Point agree with him. Therefore as 
long as I uſe that Liberty to whichall thae converſe in Books: have 
a:Right, of following what I think beſt grounded, notwithlianding 
the lezrned Performances of worthy and great Men, I am rot at 
all sfraid of incurring his Diſpleaſure, 

Hislaft Exception fal's on the Compoſitors and Corrcors, and 
therefore 1 am little-concerned in 1t. 

When he had thus performed this Piece of Diſcipline vpon me, 
'n which if I havecſcaped without any harm done mc<,1 have ſome» 
what <lſe than him to thank for it; hedrefſes up a new Scene that he 
tay fall on mc again3 and3s.if all. that had been ſaid, were no. 

thing, 
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thing, he begins anew. He lcaves ic to his Friend ro communicate 
it to me or aot , when between' them ic was reſolved ito fend itto 
the Preſs, Then he makes his Conjectures atout my Temper, and 
ſays, Perbaps I will deſpiſe it, and ftudy Revenge for this: madeſt Admo- 
nition. | couteſs Icannet admire it, (but 4 heartily -piry :him/!for 
Writing ic, aid do-carnelitly pray to Ged to jufpire him :anll all 
Chwrc) men with a'better Temper: andichisls all the Revenge & 
thall return on him. But furehe hes-a peculiar -Dictionary-of En- 
glith Werds'tor chimfelif, when he-calls this -a -wodeft- Admonition. 
Yet, whatever he thinks of me, it's very cvidentfrom what follows, 
that (he 'thinks 'well of himſelf, But -1o drop fome Crumbs -of 
Conort , as alittle Oil after a ſevere Whipping ,. he 'fajes the is 
loth to believe that 1:ſhou'l-dizectly deGgn/Maſetict to the Churb, 
and is willing enough to'believerthatthis Piece ' was writ in hatte 5-. 
and then he tcHs me on:-what Terms he 'may be -corifirmed in 'this 
tavourable Opinion: er, leſt this Tenderceſs ſhould make' me 'too 
wanton , he adds, that if this modeſt Admonition does not work on 
we , |. mutt expect a rougher Hand, But co this I gave my. Anſwer 
in the Beginning of this Paper, 

As for the Books that he enjoyns me torcad , if this is 3ll the Pe- 
nance he will Jay on me , I hope 1 may zecoverhis Favour. I have 
read and do much admire Dr, Beveridg his Vindication of the Apo- 
ſtolical Canons, and am fully convinced by him, that there was: 
an Ecclclialtical Rule or Canon received in the Church before theſe 
Counci's that met in the Beginning of the fourth Century. But if I 
am not yet p:rſuaded that that was put in Writing, and in the 
ſame Form ia which we now have it, and inſtead thereof think” it- 
confiltcd rather in a Tradition , anJ conttant Practice, I hope that 
excclicne Pcrion will be more favourableto me, than to thinks the 
worle of me for it, 

He next directs me to ſome Authors that have writ of the Right- 
of Tithes : but I wonder he did not name Dr. Conbrr his late cele- 
bzatcd Book on that Argument , for whoſe Perſon and Writings [ 
belicve he has a ſingular Aﬀection and Eſteem; yet I can 2fſure him 
that tho that Book came into the World too late for in{iructing me 
before I writ concerning the Repale, yet I have read it perhaps with . 
a5 much Care,and more impartiality: than he uſed jn reading mine 3 
and dolook on it as a very learned Work : and hope that worthy 
Doctor will not make War with me , if I cannot be in all. Things- 
of his mind. I think I have now ſaid enough to ſatisfy all ditinter- 


eff.d Pcrſons-, and even the Animadvetrer or - the. Publiſher _ 
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ſelves, that there was no.juſt Cauſe given by any. Thing in my 
Book , for ſuch ſevere Cenſures as he faſtens on me ; = l hope 
he is freed from the Apprehenſions he ſeemed to bc under, leſt 
Papilts. and others ſhould take Advantage from any Faults in this 
Book to weaken the Credit of my other Pzeces +; which honour- 
able Coampellation is beſtowed. on .ſame  Yolums, in Folio, that 
have had the Luck-not-to be all-received in the World. But TI 
hope the Credit not only of thoſe Pieces, -but eyen of my. Pzece;of 
the Regale,ſhall not ſuffer much by the Performance of this Piece 

of his! Anitmadverſiopns. | at * 

- So much Lhave thought fit. to ſay in my own, Vindication. - -I- 
hope all along I have'not forgot the Caution that was given me, of 
tempering my ſtile ſo, that nothing of reſentment ſhould appear 
init: If any Thing has eſcaped me, that ſavours of it , it has fal- 
len from me unawares ; and I humbly beg Pardon for it of the 
Perſon concerned. ; + 
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